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· Mercury has been known to humanity since ancient times.
· A year in Mercury is 88 days, yet a Mercury day is 176 Earth days.
· Mercury orbits so quickly around the Sun that early civilizations believed it was actually two different stars.
· Mercury is the smallest planet in the solar system.
· After the Earth, Mercury is the second densest planet.
· The planet has just 38% of the gravity on Earth.
· Mercury does not experience any seasons.    


Venus
· Venus is the second brightest natural object in the sky.
· Venus is sometimes referred to as the morning star and evening star.
· One day on Venus is longer than one year.
· Venus rotate in the opposite direction to other planets.  
· Venus is the only planet in the Solar System to be named after a female figure.
· Venus is the closest planet to Earth.
· The atmospheric pressure of Venus is 92 times stronger than Earth. 


Earth
· The Earth was once believed to be the center of the universe.
· Earth is the only planet not named for a mythological god or goddess.
· Earth is the most dense planet in the solar system.
· The gravity between the Earth and the Moon causes the tides on Earth.
· The rotation of the Earth is gradually slowing down.
· Earth has relatively few visible impact craters.
· Earth has one of the most circular orbits of all the eight planets. 
 



Mars
· The landmass of Mars and Earth is very similar.
· Only 16 of the 39 Mars missions have been successful.
· Pieces of Mars have been found on Earth.
· The tallest mountain known in the solar system is on Mars.
· Mars experiences huge dust storms the largest in our solar system.
· With the exception of Earth, Mars is the most hospitable to life.
·  Mars is the only other planet besides Earth that has polar ice caps.


Jupiter
· Jupiter's Great Red Spot is an enormous storm that has been raging for over 300 years. 
· When Galileo discovered the four moons of Jupiter in 1610, this was the first proof of celestial bodies orbiting something other than Earth.
· Jupiter has the shortest day of the eight planets.
· One orbit of the Sun takes Jupiter 11.86 Earth years.
· Jupiter has at least 67 moons in satellite around the planet.  
· Jupiter has a faint ring system around it.

Saturn
· Saturn is one of five planets able to be seen with the naked eye.
· The most common nickname for Saturn is The Ringed Planet.
· Saturn gives off more energy than it receives from the Sun.
· It takes Saturn 29.4 Earth years to orbit the Sun.
· Saturn has the fastest winds of any other planet in our solar system. 
· Saturn is the least dense planet in the solar system.  


Uranus
· Uranus rotates on its axis once every 17 hours and 14 minutes.
· It takes Uranus 84 Earth days to orbit the Sun.
· Uranus is often referred to as the ice giant.
· Uranus is the second least dense planet in the solar system, after Saturn. 
· Uranus is the coldest planet in the solar system.
· Uranus wind speeds can reach up to 900 km per hour.
· A collision may have caused the unusual tilt of Uranus.    
 Neptune
· It takes Neptune 164.8 Earth years to orbit the Sun.
· Neptune has the second largest gravity of any planet.
· Neptune has a storm similar the Great Red Spot on Jupiter.  
· Neptune also has a second storm called the Small Dark Spot.
· The climate on Neptune is extremely active.
· The orbit path of Neptune is approximately 30 astronomical units (AU) from the Sun.
· Neptune spins very quickly on its axis.
